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VJHC  and  32  other  stations  associated  with  the  National  Broadcasting- 
Company,  at  12:55  p.rn.,  Eastern  Standard  Time,  Wednesday,  Ma.rch  5,  1930. 
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How  do  3^0-0-  do,  folks  T  A  month  cogo  we  told  you  about  the  emtrem.elj^ 
cold  weather  of  Jan-ua.ry,  hut  to-day,  tnere  is  a  different  storj-"  .to  tell. 
However,  I  suppose  this  pecaliar  habit  the  weather  has,  of  j'omping  abrupt¬ 
ly  from  one  extrerae  to  another,  is  responsible  for  its  populari'.;;^  as  a 
topic  of  converaation;  at  least,  if  it  were  not  for  this,  there  would  be 
fewer  interesting  things  to  say  about  the. weather. 


So  far.  this  yeem ,  we  ha,ve  had  an  unusual  demonstration  of.  the 
extremes  of  yfnich  the  weather  is  cauable,  for  verj"  seldora  do  t>yo  months 
show  such  great  contrasts  in  temperature  conditions  as  pyero  erpoerienced 
in  Januarj'-  and  Februarju  The  former  was  extremely  cold  over  large  aueas' 
between  the  Mississippi  River  and  Rockj^  Mountarins,  and  the  lodter  pjart  of 
the  month  wa-s  cold  in  most  eastern  districts;  it  was  one  of  the  coldest 
Januarys  of  record  over  considerable  sections.  In  contra,st  to  this, 
Rebruary  was  abnormally  v/arm  practically  ever^udierc:,!  being  the  warmest 
of  record  over  the  ccntra.l-westcrn  area-s  where  the  extremely/-  cold  ivGa.ther 
prevailed  d'oring  the  preceding  month.  Tlee'  warmth  for  the  month  vrs.s  wide¬ 
spread,  covering  all  sections  of  the  coxuitry,  but  was  relatively/  greatest 
from  Oklalioma  northw'a.rd  and  northwestward  where  the  monthly  mean  termpera- 
t-ures  were  12*^  to  as  much  as  19^  above  normal.  Over  mruch  of  this  airea 
February  was  from  25^  to  miore  than  30 ^  warmer  than .  Jan-.mry ,  while  nor¬ 
mally  it  is  only/  2'^  or  3""'  warmer.  Tpe  last  part  of  the  month  had  tom- 
perat'ures  corresponding  to  the  normal  for  the  la^st  of  April,  and  -previous 
maxim-om  records  were  broken  over  extensive  areas. 


In  the  East,  zero  temperat'ures  v/ere  eocperienced  in  Appalrichiam 
Moymtain  districts  as  far  soTj.th  as  I’llest  Virginia,,  and  in  the  Vest  to 
central  Missouri,  but  the  Ohio  Valley  and  central  Croat  Plains  dia  not 
have  temperatures  as  low  as  zero  a.t  any  time  d’oring  the  month,  while  in 
the  Southeast  freezing  extended  only  to  extreme  northern  Edorida.  Hero- 
t of ore,  in  February,  zero  temperatures  have  occurred  as  fem  south  as 
Mobile,  Ala,.,  while  a  tempera.t.-ure  as  lo-y  as  60®  belo’"  zero  has  been 
experienced  in  some  nor thw'e stern  sections. 

Precipitation  dioring  Februarj^  was  very  -unovenly  distributed 
geographically.  Some  sections  of  tho  Ohio  VaAley,  parts  of  tne  low'er 
Mississiupi  Valley,  the  central  and  southern  Florida  Peninsiela,  some 
interior  districts  of  the  more  western  States,  amd  more  genciaally-  a 
considerable  ouea  west  of  tho  upper  Lalec  region  had  more  than  norma.!. 

The  last  named-section,  especially,  had  from  t‘'7o  to  tbiree  times  the 
usuad  amo-oeit  of  prociyitation  for  the  month;  elsewhere  the  fiills  were 
generally-  below  normal,  o.nd  decidedly  so  in  some  sections. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  a.bnormally  waum  weather,  vcget.atioii, 
the  latter  part  of  the  month,  made  unusually  rapid  advance  throu,ghout  the 
central  and  southern  portions  of  the  country,  and  some  growth  was  in  evi- 
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dence,  even  in  the  more  northern  States.  Jruit  huds  showed  a  decided 
swelling  in  the  central  valley  areas,  \7ith  some  early  pl-om  trees  hlooming 
as  far  north  as  the  lower  Ohio  Valley.  Trees  were  reported  as  prem?,turs- 
ly  hlooming  as  far  north  as  northern  Texas,  and  also  in  some  heavy- 
loroducing  sections  of  the  Southeast.  Vrom  the  sta.ndpoint  of  fruit,  the 
warmth  was  decidedly  unfavorahle  in  prematurely  forcing  huds  and  hlossoms, 

Ivluch  of  ^the  month  was  favorable  for  outside  Operations,  and  spring 
work  on  farms  made  good  progress  in  mdny  sections,  though  plowing  w.as  not 
active  in  some  central  valley  areas,  because  of  the  wet  condition  of  the 
soil.  Some  early  truck  crops  'were  pla.nted  as  far  north  as  southern 
Maryland,  and  some  oats  were  sown  northward  to  Kansas  and  North  Carolinoi. 
Grass  and  wheat  fields  showed  a  decided  greening  in  central  Vo.lley  sections, 
while  the  warm,  open,  and  springlike  conditions  were  unusually  favorable 
for  grazing  interests  in  the  great  western  range  co^ontry.  The  condition 
of  winter  wheat  continued  satisfactory  in  most  sections,  though  there 
were  corrrolaints  of  w-nfavorable  freezing  and  thawing  in  the  Ohio  Vallej'",  and 
of  considerable  winterkilling  in  south-central  and  southeastern  Kansas. 

\7heat  needs  rain  in  parts  of  the  Southwest,  especially  in  the  ^^^estern 
portions  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas. 

About  the  first  of  March  there  v/a.s  a  sudden  reaction  to  cold 
weather  rather  generally  over  the  United  States.  This  cool  wave  brought 
freezing  weather  nearly  to  the  Gulf  coast,  and  there  has  apparently  been 
mors  or  less  harm  to  early  fruit  in  the  Southern  Stakes  from  South 
Carolina  to  Oklalnoma,  but  the  general  extent  of  damage  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained.  In  Georgia  harm  to  peaches  has  apparently  been  very  moderate, 
but  in  South  Carolina  there  is  considerable  apprehension,  as  most  peach 
trees  are  in  full  bloom  in  that  State,  and  the  tenroerature  fell  to  20° 
in  extreme  northern  parts.  In  the  heavy  producing  sections  of  North 
Carolina  peach  buds  are  showing  color,  brnk  mostly  are  not  open,  and 
damage  there  probably,  has  not  been  great.  There  is  some  apprehension 
in  south-central  sections,  and  harm  to  early  fruit  is  reported  from  the 
Southwest.  Wliere  trees  were  not  yet  in  bloom,  including  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  the  cold  weather  was  favorable  in  checking  further  premat-are 
advance.  l>o.ring  the  last  few  days  growth  of  vegetation  has  slowed  up 
materially  rather  generally  over  the  United  States,  and  farm  -.rork  has  been 
rather  inactive.  This  is  about  a,ll  the  v/eather  we  can  pack  into  a  five- 
minute  period,  so,  good-bye,  until  next  month. 


